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UNCLAS CARACAS 3573 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, CO, GY, VE 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT CALDERA ON BORDER MATTERS 

SUMMARY: PRESIDENT CALDERA DEVOTED MUCH OF PRESS CONFERENCE 
APRIL 

27 TO " INTERRUPTED" ROME TALKS AND TALKED DARKLY OF UNNAMED 
FOREIGN INTERESTS WHICH MIGHT MEDDLE IN BORDER MATTER IF 
NEGOTIATIONS WERE NOT BILATERAL. HE DEFENDED VENEZUELAN 
HISTORICAL RECORD ON BORDERS AND REACTED UNHAPPILY TO CHARGES 
BY COLOMBIAN NEGOTIATOR GUSTAVO ARRIETA OF VENEZUELAN 
HISTORICAL INTRANSIGENCE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PRESIDENT CALDERA OPENED WEEKLY PRESS CONFERENCE APRIL 26 
WITH COMMENT ON " INTERRUPTED" ROME TALKS WITH COLOMBIA. 
CALDERA SAID GOV WANTS BILATERAL TALKS NOT BECAUSE OF 
WEAKNESS OF GOV CASE BUT BECAUSE " WE CONSIDER THAT IF 
THE MATTER PASSES FROM THE HANDS OF THE TWO NATIONS AND OTHER 
HANDS INTERVENE IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT NOT TO HAVE AN ATTEMPT 
TO EXERCISE INFLUENCE... BY POWERFUL INTERNATIONAL INTERESTS. 

THIS RESULTS PARTICULARLY FROM STORIES THAT THE AREAS TO BE 
DELIMITED CONTAIN IMPORTANT PETROLEUM DEPOSITS." CALDERA SAID 
THESE STORIES HAVE NOT BEEN CONFIRMED BUT STATED JOINT EXPLOI- 
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TATION OF PETROLEUM IS DESIRABLE; HE ADDED THAT VENEZUELA HAS 
OFFERED COOPERATION TO THIS END PLUS SUPPLY OF PETROLEUM 
TO COLUMBIA. 

2. CALDERA RELATED BORDER PROBLEM TO GOV " NO PETROLEUM 
CONCESSIONS" POLICY. HE SAID VENEZUELANS FEAR THAT IF MATTER 
CEASES TO BE BILATERAL THERE COULD BE INVOLVEMENT OF 

" INTERESTS KNOWN TO BE POWERFUL, WHICH GO BEYOND THE BOUNDARIES 
OF THE NATIONS... AND WHICH COULD TRY TO EXERCISE 
INFLUENCE OVER THOSE WHO... ARE INVOLVED IN THE RESOLUTION OF 
THE MATTER." CALDERA ADDED HE HAD EXPRESSED THIS CONTENTION TO 
PRESIDENT PASTRANA DURING FEBRUARY AIRPORT MEETING. HE PRAISED 
VENEZUELANS FOR NOT MIXING MATTER INTO ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN. 

3. SUBSEQUENTLY, ANSWERING QUESTION ABOUT ALLEGED ANTI- GOV 
REMARKS OF COLOMBIAN NEGOTIATOR DR. GUSTAVO ARRIETA, CALDERA SAID 
HE 

HAD READ NEWS REPORTS OF ARRIETA CHARGES AND CLAIMED VENEZUELA 
DOES NOT HAVE DISPUTES WITH ANY NEIGHBORS. HE SAID, REGARDING 
GUYANA, " VENEZUELA KNOWS AS DOES ALL LATIN AMERICA THE ELEVATED 
MANNER WITH WHICH WE HAVE WANTED TO HAND THIS DIFFERENCE." 

HE NOTED VENEZUELA IS ONLY COUNTRY IN HEMISPHERE WHICH HAS 
NEVER HAD FOREIGN WAR, AND SAID THIS COUNTRY IS UNIQUE IN AMOUNT 
OF TERRITORY HANDED OVER BECAUSE OF FRONTIER DETERMINATIONS. 

4. CALDERA DEFENDED VENEZUELA' S BORDER RECORDED BY SAYING, 

" WE HANDED OVER A VERY LARGE NUMBER OF SQUARE KILOMETERS OF 
TERRITORY WHICH APPEARED IN OUR MAPS AND WHICH HAD BEEN 
RECOGNIZED AS OURS IN A TREATY WHICH WAS RATIFIED BY 
COLOMBIA AND WHICH VENEZUELA, FOR ONE OF THOSE REASONS WHICH 
HISTORY DOES NOT MAKE UNDERSTANDABLE, DID NOT RATIFY; 

MORE THAN A HUNDRED THOUSAND SQUARE KILOMETERS OF TERRITORY 
WHICH HAD BEEN ON THE MAP SHOWN AS VENEZUELAN AND IN WHICH 
VENEZUELAN OFFICIALS HAD EXERCISED AUTHORITY WERE HANDED OVER 
IN THE MOST PEACEFUL AND FRIENDLIEST FORM WITHOUT THERE HAVING 
BEEN EVEN THE FAINTEST MURMUR AGAINST IT." 

5. CALDERA SAID ARRIETA ARTICLE HAS A SERIES OF STATEMENTS 

NOT TRULY FRIENDLY TO VENEZUELA, AND ADDED, " WE CANNOT UNDERSTAND 
HOW SOMEONE WHO COULD HOLD FEELINGS OF THAT NATURE TOWARD 
US COULD BE THE PLENIPOTENTIARY OF A BROTHERLY NATION 
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FOR TALKS WHICH IT WAS CONSIDERED FROM THE BEGINNING SHOULD BE 
FRANTERNAL." CALDERA CONCLUDED WITH PLEDGE TO 
COLOMBIA OF FRIENDSHIP. SINCERITY AND JUSTICE IN 
CONTEXT OF DIALOGUE TO REACH AGREEMENT. 

MCCLINTOCK 
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